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 I'd have to say my comments are all from the silviculture section ("Timber Quality and Flow"), I believe.  I did not have time to scrutinize every section unfortunately and most comments seemed to be for this one section.


   Some simple points, first of all, that I think should be worked into the draft somewhere under discussion of these species:  Hemlock is rather unique in that it can be shaded pretty much perpetually and still respond fully to release.  Most species have their limits to shade, where they begin to decline.  This also makes guessing age of hemlock exceedingly difficult at a glance!


   I have to question a little bit about red oak being medium in tolerance.  I guess it has to be but when young, they really require a lot of sunlight to make it.  I think somewhere in there, emphasis should at least be mentioned on the fact that oak really needs disturbance for regeneration--fire, clearcut/shelterwood.  Regeneration can readily come under many circumstances, but if you return to the same site a few years later in most lighter cuts, you'll probably find that the fresh oak regeneration has disappeared in favor of more tolerant competition.


   On a related note, I think it is also relevant to mention that red oak in New Hampshire is likely primarily there due to past disturbances (fire, clearcutting, chestnut disappearance), if it's anything like here in Connecticut.  The present day tendency for landowners to go the way of selection cutting and light types of cuts is probably contributing to the likely decline of oak in New England during the 21st Century.  As well as fire control of today and increased deer browse.


    Which brings another topic: I think somewhere, when discussing selection cutting, it is worthwhile to have a quick disclaimer that "selection" does not automatically mean "light".  In fact, many valid selection cuts in uneven-aged management can only leave 25-40 square feet per acre, by more modern thinking, and include both single-tree and group patches.  I don't think we should perpetuate the public thinking that selection cutting is very conservative and discreet by definition.


     Forgive all the harping on oak topics, by the way, I just work with those types down here a lot!


     Final comments:  I feel that you really need even or uneven-aged management determination first before deciding on a regeneration method.  Because each method is merely a tool of achieving either even or uneven-aged conditions in the long-run.  So I think the management system discussion should be before the regeneration method discussion.


      I do not necessarily agree with your chart that shows yellow birch being regenerated through clearcutting as its option.  Although it happens, yellow birch is part of the classic northern hardwoods stand type, that includes beech, sugar maple, and yellow birch, and that is managed uneven-aged through selection.  So I disagree that yellow birch should only be shown in that box.


      Question:  Will there be a glossary of terms in the back?  I think that might be very helpful to the general public and town government officials.


       Thank you for "listening" and good luck with the work.  It is really a great draft and an incredible job to put it together.  Congratulations!  You hopefully realize that it will always have to be subject to further revisions in future years, as time goes on.

