
Public Review for the Good Forestry in the Granite State

October 28, 2009

Epping Town Hall, Epping, NH

Notes compiled by Karen Bennett, UNH Cooperative Extension and Project Manager and Deb Park, NH Timberland Owners Association. These notes are our best interpretation of what was said. They haven’t been verified by the people in attendance.
Attendees

	Arthur
	Brooks
	
	Hopkinton
	MA

	Peter
	Bolduc
	
	Fremont
	NH

	Chuck 
	Cox 
	Tuckaway Farm
	Lee
	NH

	Susan
	Cox 
	USFS
	Durham
	NH

	Daniel
	Harvey
	Applehurst 
	Epping
	NH

	Sarah
	Holmes
	Senator Shaheen's Office
	Dover
	NH

	Stan 
	Knowles
	
	North Hampton
	NH

	Deborah & Chester
	Kunz
	
	Melrose
	MA

	Lionel
	Labonte
	
	Brentwood
	NH

	Jerry 
	Langdon
	
	Epping
	NH

	Richard
	Lewis
	Chester Forest Products
	Chester
	NH

	Dale
	Nadeau
	HHP
	Henniker 
	NH

	David 
	Noyes
	
	Epsom
	NH

	Harvey
	Woodward
	Woodward Timber 
	Nottingham
	NH


Jasen Stock – Before the public comment for Good Forestry in the Granite State, gave a general welcome and legislative update. 

Karen – Gave a brief introduction of the Good Forestry in the Granite State origins and purpose of meeting and thanked NHTOA for working with the committee to conduct these public meetings as part of the Timber Talks. 

Stan Knowles- North Hampton
Over the years we have done a tremendous job of training landowners and foresters,  but that is only 10% of NH’s population. 90% is non-landowner population. We need to communicate with the 90% of non –landowners to explain what good forestry or good land management is. We need a separate document talking to this other audience. They control a lot of the legislation.
Harvey Woodward – Nottingham
Agrees with Stan – a lot of the voting public has a lot of misinformation. There is too much information in this draft. Conservation Commission want to “save the world” and they don’t know anything about management. They may use the GFGS to write an ordinance.  

Dave Noyes- Epsom

The last document was adopted in 1997.What was wrong with it? The legislature and conservation commissions scare me the most. These conservation commissions who don’t know much will cause headaches with a new draft. They can make management unreasonably expensive. Legislators and zealots have blinders on and only will see what they want to see.
Deb Kunz- Melrose, MA
This document should be written as protection for the landowners. Protect them against the regulations.
Peter Bolduc- Fremont
Do the new recommendations being proposed encourage or discourage timber harvesting? I would hope it encourages it.

Dick Lewis- Chester
Is it reasonable to recommend that it be broken up into booklets? Information overload. 

Chuck Knox- Madbury

The agricultural community has established town-based agriculture commissions that act as an advisory and advocacy group to town boards. Need forestry commissions. 

Harvey Woodward- Nottingham 

Thinks Chuck makes a good point, but loggers work in many different towns, which is different than farming. 

Chuck Knox- Lee
What about regional commissions to serve more than one town.
Stan Knowles- N. Hampton
Likes Dick Lewis’ suggestion to break up the GFGS into booklets to help give the conservation commission a good opportunity to have people understand good forest management. When you have a wildlife book, you will appeal to the general public, who will see that you can cut trees.
Jerry Langdon- Epping
We have digressed to a panic mode. Being a selectman and on a conservation commission for 20 years or so. Aren’t we lucky in Epping- we lack the panic. Reach out to the other 90%. Let them know about BMPs in your town and we can have good forest management and good wildlife management and we can harvest. You have to educate the 90%.  At the town level you need to be involved so you are the counter balance to the zealots so we don’t experience the onslaughts at the town level.
Dale Nadeau- HHP 

Why have buffers wider that state law? By law loggers could cut in places that these recommendations would exclude- make it impossible to cut.

Dave Noyes- Epsom
Once he walked away from a timber harvest along the Blackwater because the trees were right on the water. By now they are undercut and are in the river and probably have been there since he walked away the sale. 

Dan Harvey- Epping
Farmers have learned, “First mistake you make is to ask”. 

Peter Bolduc- Fremont
Are they are any exceptions to the buffer zone? Like for bug infestations? 

Dave Noyes- Epsom
You will have an editor – to smooth out the grammar and the repetitiveness? Would like an opportunity to review that draft.
Peter Bolduc- Fremont
Were there any loggers on the committee? (Rick Lessard)
Harvey Woodward- Nottingham
Only one logger out of 24. We are all too busy – if you don’t get to market you don’t have money. The reason we are scared- this is how we make a living.
Chuck Knox- Madbury
90% worried about wildlife and whatnot. People’s lawn is the most sterile place. They should turn their lawn back into forests. Cutting down trees makes for a rich wildlife habitat. 

Dan Harvey- Epping
60 – 80 million years there was erosion and if that didn’t happen we wouldn’t have the farm land. We used to drag around engine blocks to get the pine to start to generate and called it scarification.
Jerry Langdon- Epping
We are lucky to have Dan living here. 

Chet Kunz- Melrose, MA
Reaching the 90% is an uphill battle. Remember what Henry David Thoreau said in 1860, “Man doesn’t accept what he doesn’t already know.” If people have never been introduced to a concept, they will reject it. 

Peter Bolduc- Fremont
We have a lot of new people from other states, other parts of the world living here.

Dave Noyes- Epsom
Town to town the fees are different and costs are a concern for management.
Art Brooks – from the north woodlands (Jefferson)

The environment up there is very different than down here. Up there landowners’ neighbors are the government (federal and state land). Mostly driven by financial needs. Taxes are an issue up there. The forestry practices (of regular landowners) don’t care about the wildlife – just cut for financial gain. Down here there is more of a problem with growth.
Deb Kunz- Melrose, MA
Land values have increased.
Karen asked what people thought of “in-text citations”

· Absolutely necessary
· Place references at end of thoughts
· Adds authority

· Depends on purpose of the book- as a reference- good to have

· Wonderful

Dave Noyes- Epsom
Worried about people who make regulations and what they will do with the book. Planning boards and people who don’t know making cumbersome regulations. Keep it simple.

Peter Bolduc- Fremont
Use it as a guide.

Lionel Labonte- Brentwood
We are afraid that the 90% will tells us what we can do with our land – tell us what to do!

Dan Harvey- Epping
We value our freedom to do wrong if we want to.
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